
  
   Neskowin Valley School 
        Reopening Campus Planning 

 
 

Neskowin Valley School is committed to doing everything possible to safely reopen our campus for Fall 2020.  

 

Given all of the work we’ve done over the past weeks, we have a clear sense of the challenges of reopening - 

both those we can control and those we cannot. We are guided by a clear goal - to do all we can to ensure 

the safety of students and members of our school community - and we are optimistic that we will be able to 

open safely for the 2020-21 school year. We will continue to communicate Neskowin Valley School’s 

reopening plans, including any possible changes, throughout the summer. 

 
  Opening schools in the fall is a complex, evolving process.

 
 

Health Screening 
 
 

While no one strategy can completely prevent the transmission of COVID-19, one of the most effective 

tools we have to slow the spread is for students and staff to stay home when they are sick. To that end, 

each morning both students & staff must be screened for the following symptoms: cough, headache, 

sore throat, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, fever (of greater than 100.4°F) or chills. If any of 

these symptoms are present, the person must be excluded from school until symptoms have resolved. If 

students develop any of these symptoms during the school day, they will be asked to remain in a 

supervised isolated area until they can be picked up from school. Below are the current O.D.E. guidelines 

for returning to school after exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms: 

Symptomatic staff or students should be evaluated and seek COVID-19 testing from their 

regular physician or through the local public health authority. 

If they have a positive COVID-19 viral (PCR) test result, the person should remain home for 

at least 10 days after illness onset and 24 hours after fever is gone, without use of fever 

reducing medicine, and other symptoms are improving. 

If they have a negative COVID-19 viral test (and if they have multiple tests, all tests are 

negative), they should remain home until 24 hours after fever is gone, without use of fever 

reducing medicine, and other symptoms are improving. 

If a clear alternative diagnosis is identified as the cause of the person’s illness (e.g., a positive strep 

throat test), then usual disease-specific return-to-school guidance should be followed and the person 
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should be fever-free for 24 hours, without use of fever reducing medicine. A physician note is required to 

return to school, to ensure that the person is not contagious. 

If they do not undergo COVID-19 testing, the person should remain at home for 10 days and until 24 

hours after fever is gone, without use of fever reducing medicine, and other symptoms are improving. 

Additional information about when to keep your student home for illness unrelated to COVID-19 can be 

found at the following link. A helpful summary is found on pages 10-13.  

 

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/healthsafety/Documents/commdisease.pdf 

 

While teachers & staff are required to self screen and report any symptoms to the Head of School prior 

to the start of the school day, students may either be visually screened by teachers as they arrive or 

parents can be asked to report on their student’s symptoms. We are currently working on the most 

effective and efficient way to collect this data, and will share details about a simple online system for 

parents to submit daily reports as we get closer to school opening. We believe online reporting will 

make the drop off process smoother and help keep everyone safe. This year, more than ever, it is 

important to keep students and staff healthy by staying home when sick!  

 

If your student’s symptoms are related to a chronic condition (allergies, asthma, etc.) you will be given 

the opportunity to share that information so staff and teachers are aware of it as they are monitoring 

the daily screening process. 

 

As we finalize plans in the coming weeks, will continue to provide updates about physical distancing, 

hand washing, cleaning/disinfecting, face coverings and much more! 

 

The scientific community’s understanding of COVID-19 and the conditions in Oregon are changing 

rapidly, and therefore requirements for schools to open continue to evolve. The Oregon Department of 

Education released new/modified guidelines just this week, and we expect at least one more significant 

update before our scheduled opening on August 31.  
 

As always, please reach out with any questions or concerns you may have via email 

info@neskowinvalleyschool.com,  in order to ensure that your ideas are explored during our planning 

process. Our reopening plan will be submitted to the state no later than August 15, 2020. 
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